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SLIC = Senior Labour Inspector’s Committee 
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SLIC: Senior Labour Inspector’s Committee

• Established by the Commission Decision 12 July 1995 

• Gives its opinion on all matters relating to the Member States (MS) 
enforcement of EU legislation on Occupational Safety and Health (OSH) 

• Two Plenaries per year in the MS holding the EU Presidency

• Feedback on functioning from MS
• SLIC campaigns:

• Lighten the load (2021)
• Accidents at work (2023)
• Asbestos (2025)
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SLIC STRUCTURE

SENIOR LABOUR INSPECTORS COMMITTEE 

(SLIC)

KNOWLEDGE SHARING SYSTEM (KSS)

WG 

STRATEGY

SLIC BUREAU

AD HOC WGs      
(FOR PREPARATION OF)

WG THEMATIC DAY

WG EVALUATION

WG SLIC 

CAMPAIGN

WG GEA (GENERAL 

ENFORCEMENT ASPECTS)

Specific WG OSH 

for Mobile Workers

WG CET RISKS
(COORDINATION EMERGING & TRADITIONAL RISKS)

Specific WG CHEMEX

Specific WG MACHEX

Specific WG EMEX

Specific WG BIOL. AGENTS

Specific WG PHYS. 

AGENTS
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Guidances

BIOLEX: Guidance on Biological Agents
CHEMEX: Guidance on Chemical Agents

Sreenshot of the summary page
Link to the guidance produced by the working groups:  SLIC 
(Committee of Senior Labour Inspectors) - PUBLIC GROUP -
Biblioteca (europa.eu)
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https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/fea534f4-2590-4490-bca6-504782b47c79/library/8871bbfd-9e88-4d56-8357-53a9782b6138
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SLIC Working group Chemex

Maingroup and focusgroup (7 members each)

Tasks:

• Support national labour inspectorates in the 

enforcement of legislation on chemical agents by:

• Exchanging good practices

• Developing guidance documents

• Ensure Coordination and cooperation with other 

relevant enforcement bodies
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SLIC GUIDANCES
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Welding fume guidance, part 1: information  
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• What is welding

• Health effects

• Fume controls

• Exposure assessment &

• Key questions

• Health surveillance

SLIC (Committee of Senior Labour Inspectors) - PUBLIC GROUP - Library 

(europa.eu)

https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/fea534f4-2590-4490-bca6-504782b47c79/library/099b73d1-6159-4019-938e-843276064912/details
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• General information per process
• Possible control measures
• Possible actions by the labour 

inspector
• Source and maintenance measures
• Clarifying pictures

Welding fume guidance, part 2: fact sheets  
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Link: SLIC (Committee of Senior Labour Inspectors) - PUBLIC GROUP - Library 

(europa.eu)

Risk with short-term effect Risk with long-term effect

Training course for inspectors
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https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/fea534f4-2590-4490-bca6-504782b47c79/library/339aa4dc-1dc7-4af9-bd70-8979de2a00b9?p=1&n=10&sort=modified_DESC


Baseline checklist
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 Assess 7 key aspects of chemical management

practices

 All these key aspects must be in order (based on

chemical agents directive)

 Answer is a ‘yes’ or a ‘no’



How to use baseline checklist:

• Conclusions on 
outcomes of checklist

Next step for SLIC-CHEMEX: to develop an advanced level checklist 

• “Walk, talk, look & check”
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Roadmap on Carcinogens

Cooperation
with

Inspectorate
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Cooperation with roadmap: publishing inspection results

Objectives
• Learning from one inspectorate to another
• Promote inspections related to occupational carcinogens
• Will inform employers of the approach and compliance expectation of 

Inspectorates when dealing with carcinogenic substances

Sneak peek in the following slides!
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Follow up with Roadmap

• New release website end 2024/begin 2025
• The first set of inspection cases will be published
• Call to NLI’s to submit extra cases
• Cases will be reviewed by SLIC CHEMEX before publishing
• Promotional article once the new website is launched

Link: Friend Archive - Roadmap on Carcinogens
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https://roadmaponcarcinogens.eu/friends/friend-overview/
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Interface OSH-REACH

 European directives on safety and health at work

 Chemical agents directive (CAD)

 Carcinogens, mutagens or reprotoxic directive

(CMRD)

 Directives transposed into national law

 Regulations: REACH
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https://osha.europa.eu/en/safety-and-health-legislation/european-directives
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Interface OSH-REACH

19



Pilot inspection project on REACH restriction Di-isocyanates
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 Skin and respiratory sensitizers (asthmagens)

 Mandatory training for users of diisocyanates

(different levels)

 Questionnaire and explanatory notes for inspectors

 Nov 2023-February 2024

 73 inspections in 8 Member States



III SIMPOSIO DE HIGIENE INDUSTRIAL

Santander, 28 y 29 de octubre de 2024

Summary of results of 73 inspections

• Wide spread use among sectors

• The restriction increases awareness

• 70% of the companies had some kind of shortcoming (no training, too low level, 
no proof of training)

• Almost 80% of the companies received training material

• Incentive for substitution, but may have similar risks
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Results of 73 inspections: kind of training

6%

8%

44%

2%

40%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

Other

the training material was handed out so that
people could read it

only online instruction

online instruction with opportunity to ask questions
to the trainer

in person training with opportunity to ask
questions to the trainer
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Inspection challenges on REACH restriction on Di-isocyanates

 Enforcement could be REACH, OSH or both

 Sometimes REACH and OSH authorities are

separated

 The restriction is more in detail than the OSH legislation

 The detailed level of restriction requires a good familiarization by the inspectors

 Difficult for inspectors to determine when the trainer has adequate competence

 Workplace visit remains important

Cooperation between 

REACH and OSH 

authorities is needed
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Examples of enforcement: what would you do...? 

Respirable Crystalline Silica (carcinogen): If substitution is not possible the employer should use the 
principle of minimisation stated in article 5.3 of the CMR Directive (lowest level of exposure technically 
possible).

1. Prohibit the work immediately at the workplace, work 
cannot be resumed unless water suppression is used

2. Prohibit the work immediately at the workplace, work can 
be temporarily resumed with use of respiratory protective 
equipment (RPE) and employer should acquire tools with 
LEV or water suppression within a certain timeframe

3. Impose the employer to do or revise the risk assessment
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Examples of enforcement: what would you do...? 

Diesel engine exhaust (DEE) is a known human carcinogen, for which no safe threshold exposure exists.-
Diesel powered engines are used in a wide variety of sectors, and many workers are still exposed. 
Employers should aim at avoiding exposure completely, or if that’s not technically and operationall
feasible, minimise exposure as much as possible.

1. Enforce substitution by battery-powered 
excavators within 6 months; it’s a genotoxic 
carcinogen!

2. Allow the employer to substitute only after the 
normal depreciation time (~ 5-7 years)

3. Do not force substitution, as it’s an outdoor 
situation
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SLIC (Committee of Senior Labour Inspectors) - PUBLIC GROUP - Library 

(europa.eu)

SLIC Thematic day: hazardous chemical agents

How to develop an efficient strategy to enforce OSH of workers exposed to
hazardous chemical agents? (With special focus on CMR).

• Survey among all Member States
• Presentation of inspection projects
• Roadmap on carcinogens and EU-OSHA
• Discussion corners
• Report
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https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/fea534f4-2590-4490-bca6-504782b47c79/library/001baffb-9bea-4fba-9bf7-707e7e14085e/details
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Germany:
• 12 carcinogens: 

• engine motor emissions, formaldehyd, Ni-compounds, Trichlorothyleen, 
Wood dust, Methyleenaniline, Cr(VI)-compounds, Cobalt and Co-
compounds, Silica dust, asbestos, benzen, Benzo(a)pyrene)

• Mid term results: 40y-exposure registry was very often unknown, health 
surveillance 50%

• More information: www.gda-portal.de

SLIC Thematic day: hazardous chemical agents
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http://www.gda-portal.de/
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Finland
• All employers need to report workers exposed to carcinogens to the Finnish 

Institute of Occupational Health 

• OSH authorities receive yearly the compiled data to gain a better idea of 

where exposure occurs, allowing to tighten up the enforcement and 

counselling measures as needed

SLIC Thematic day: hazardous chemical agents
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Inspection project: Spain: silica dust

• Various cases of silicosis Valencia/Vizcaya (2008)
• Inspection campaign, first local, later National (2014)
• Yearly inspections
• Instructions for inspectors (10 pages, practical measures)
• In 2024: 274 companies visited -> 85 infringements
• 4674  companies handling stone related products
• Possibly 1800 infringements?

• Cooperation needed! 
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• Cooperation on EU level is growing: 

• Guidances to support inspectors

• Training material to empower inspectors

• Stakeholders cooperation: Roadmap and ECHA

• Exchange information and experciences between countries

But: there is more work to be done!

TO CONCLUDE
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Thank you!
Any clarifying questions?
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